
 We have quickly reached an end to the first semester of this school 

year and undoubtedly are reflecting on the students’ performance.  We have 

come to a pivotal time of the year.  Report cards will be given to students on 

Thursday, February 5th. We must continue to work collaboratively to 

support our students to increase student achievement. If you have any 

questions or concerns, I highly recommend you contact your child’s teacher. 

Effective communication is essential for building school-family partnerships. It 
constitutes the foundation for all other forms of family involvement in 

education.  

 This month students will begin to learn about Habit 4 of the Leader in 

Me Program: Think Win- Win! Which means I balance courage for getting 

what I want (my “first things”) with consideration for what others want. 

When conflicts arise, I look for a win-win solution. 

Pr inc ipa l ’s  Message  
No School: 

Friday, February 13th — 

Teacher’s Inservice  

Dates to Remember 

Thursday, February 5th — 

Report Cards Sent Home 

Thursday, February 5th — 

PTA Spring Fundraiser Kick 

Off 

Friday, February 6th—Red 

Out 

Thursday, February 12th — 

Valentine’s Celebration 

Tuesday, February 17th — 

Moe’s Fundraiser 

Monday, February 23rd —  

Pre K Night at Carnegie Elem. 

February 2015 

C a r n e g i e  E l e m e n ta ry  

January Hudson Heroes 

D e c e m b e r  H u d s o n  H e r o  W i n n e r !  

K Nico Masi, Hanalee Nordeen, Austin Gonze, Alloma Khamidova 

1st Jay’sa Seaton, Cash Crawley, Emily Steiner, Riley Sunderland 

2nd  Justine Terhune, Eva Milliner, Dante Nelson, Eddie Wilson 

3rd Maha Dutta, Julia Zayats, Sienna Schmidt, Nathan Behage 

4th Evan McGee, Connor Dunlap, Elaine Zhang 

5th Katie Duray, Emily Mance, Mary Duffy 

6th Kevin Zhang, Robby Heinrich 

Congratulations to 2nd grader, 

Ryan Montooth!  He went to 

lunch with his teacher, Mrs. 

Campbell, Mrs. Hudson, and Chief 

Kennedy!   

6th Graders  

Honored With  

Invitation to  

District Band 

Carnegie 6th graders,  

Rodrigo Corral, Morgan 

Floyd, and Brooke  

Martineck, are invited to 

participate in the Elementary 

level District Band.  They 

will participate in this year’s 

festival at Quaker Valley 

High School on March 13th 

& 14th!  Congratulations, 

Rodrigo, Morgan & Brooke! 



This is the first year for the Pittsburgh Three Rivers Marathon’s Kids of Steel 

Program at Carnegie Elementary! Beginning on Monday, February 2nd, students 

will be challenged to accumulate and log 26.2 miles of physical activity in and 

outside of school prior to the Pittsburgh Marathon, which is held on Sunday, 

May 2nd. Each mile or 15-20 minutes of exercise students accumulate from 

February through the end of April will count towards the 26.2 mile goal. The 

program is an excellent way to encourage healthy nutrition habits and promote 

physical activity. To sign your child up for the program visit httl://bit.ly/1qOaPPs 

Deadline for program participation is Monday, February 23rd. Please email Miss 

Brossman with any questions at susan.brossman@carlynton.k12.pa.us.  

Kids of Steel 

Red Out 

 February is National Heart Awareness Month! 

Please wear the color red for “Red Out” Day on Friday, 

February 6th! To raise awareness for National Heart 

Month, red hearts will be sold for $1 beginning on  

Monday, February 2nd through Thursday, February 12th.  

The proceeds will benefit the American Heart  

Association. Check out the monthly newsletter students 

bring home to learn about healthy heart information to 

share with your family and friends.  

Healthy Hands, Healthy Kids 

 On Wednesday January 21st  

Carnegie Elementary students attended a 

special assembly ”Healthy Hands-Healthy 

Kids” presented by our partner vendor 

Steratore Sanitary Supply. This program is 

designed to promote good personal  

hygiene habits among elementary students. 

Kids are introduced to the work of germs 

and how they are spread. The why, when 

and how of hand washing is discussed. The 

interactive session utilizes a special “germ 

machine” light box where students can see 

the bacteria on their hands via big screen. 

After proper hand washing is discussed  

students become members of our “Germ 

Buster Club.” Hand washing is still the 

number one way to stop the spread of  

infection.  

Winter Weather 

 With the inclement weather in full swing, please make sure your contact  

information is updated with Mrs. Kuny in the Carnegie Elementary office. The parent 

link system will notify you if there is a delay or cancellation. Information will also be 

available on the local news channels. Please make sure to dress for the weather. If the 

temperature and wind chill are over 32° F, we will be going outside for recess.  



February 5th — Spring Fundraiser kick off   

February 12th — annual Ice Cream Social at 2 pm.  If you are interested in vol-

unteering, contact the PTA & get your scooper ready!   

February 5th, 6:30 PM— PTA Meeting in the Carnegie Elem. Auditorium 

February 17th – Moe's Fundraiser — buy your tickets today!   

March 9-13th — Scholastic Book Fair (during your child’s library time) Kick-Off March 6th during family reading 

night  

March  6th — Family Reading Night!  Come celebrate Dr. Seuss’s birthday, read a book, make a craft, have a blast  

 Carnegie’s annual talent show was held on Friday, 

January 16th in the Carnegie Elementary Auditorium.  The 

show was directed by 4th grade teacher, Ms. Lewis.  The 

students had to come to auditions with an act prepared.  

They had to continue practicing, and attend practice after 

school and a dress rehearsal after school.  The show had a 

few technical difficulties, but after a brief intermission, a 

fresh start was all Carnegie students needed to rock the 

house!  There was plenty of singing, dancing, comedy & 

gymnastics to entertain the sold out audience!  Thank you 

to everyone who helped put on an amazing show!   

Proceeds benefit the Carnegie Elementary 6th grade class.  

You can still purchase a DVD of the show for $10!  Send a 

note and your money to Ms. Lewis!   

**Photos compliments of Carnegie Elementary  

parent Brittany Hursen**   



5th Grade Exploration 

5th Grade Social Studies students just completed a game-based learning unit on Explorers and the Age of Discovery that was 

designed by Mr. Donnelly.  Students embarked on a self-paced journey 'around the world' that included 13 assignments relating 

to the study of 15th and 16th century explorers. The assignments were a mix of independent, partner, and small group work 

that required varying levels of critical thinking. As sets of activities were completed at the 'mastery level--80% or better', stu-

dents earned flags for their Explorer Game Board. The first 11 activities were direct learning, and the final two assignments 

allowed our young explorers to SHOW (synthesize) what they learned. Final projects included a full argumentative essay titled, 

"Should Columbus Day be a National Holiday?" as well as a technology-based project: either a Glogster (interactive, digital 

poster) or an iMovie of an interview with an explorer.  One of the benefits of game-based learning is that students can learn at 

a pace they are comfortable with and not worry about keeping up with the 'fast kids'. The game also required the kids to use--

or learn--organizational habits that will be necessary as they progress into the higher grades. Student explorers who earned all 

eight flags were rewarded with a certificate and some authentic foreign currency to represent their study of world exploration. 

Kindergarten Registration and Pre- K Night 

The Carlynton School District has scheduled Friday March 20th, 

2015, as the date to enroll your future Carnegie Elementary  

Kindergarten students into the district.  Registration, which  

includes a series of student assessments, will take place at  

Carnegie Elementary beginning at 8:30 a.m.  Additional infor-

mation is listed on the district website. Please contact Jan 

Sweeney, District Registrar, with any questions, at 412-429-2500 

ext. 1125. We are looking forward to meeting the next genera-

tion of little cougars! Our 2nd Pre-K night will be held Monday 

February 23rd at Carnegie Elementary. Any incoming Kindergarten 

students for the 2015-2016 school year are encouraged to attend 

with their families.  

Valentine’s Reminder 

The PTA will be providing a valentine 

treat at 2:00 on February 12th. Please  

remember the district’s wellness  

policy if your child is planning on 

bringing in a treat. Students will only 

be permitted to share a treat with the 

students in their class. They will not 

be permitted to 

share with other  

classes or teachers. 

Thank you for your 

attention and coop-

eration to uphold-

ing the district’s wellness policy.  

Gearing up for Read Across America Week 

 In honor of Dr. Seuss’ birthday on March 2nd, we have planned and 

dedicated February to encouraging our students to READ.  

Non-Fiction Reading Challenge 

The week of February 9th during their library class students will be in-

troduced to our Non-Fiction Reading Challenge. Students will be chal-

lenged to read 20 minutes every day beginning February 16th through 

March 6t . Students will win prizes for their participation, be able to 

share facts they learn on the morning announcements and classrooms 

that receive 100% participation will have a choice of a class reward.  

Book Fair 

We will hold our annual book fair the week of March 9-13. Students 

will be able to purchase books during their library class that week.  The 

book fair will kick-off the night of Family Reading night on March 6th.  

Battle of the Books 

We are very excited to host our first Battle of the Books competition here at Carnegie Elementary.  On January 20th, 

the fifth and sixth graders learned about this exciting competition.  The Battle of the books is a voluntary program in 

which teams of 4 students read a new book each week for 4 weeks.  All of this hard work will culminate in a team 

competition to be held on March 6! 



During the month of January we learned about Habit 3—Put First Things First. The following students 

demonstrated this habit by prioritizing what is most important and reading their goals.  

 

Congratulations to:  

Katie Duray, Erin Coyne, Kayla Mentz, Alyssa Schepis, Alyssa DeSimone, Cole Lynch, Kayla Symsek, 

Christian McClendon, James Maurer, Lilly Howell, Marc Corio, Sienna Schmidt, Nestor Lernatovych, 

Bryce Rodriguez, Vika Zhuravska, Taylor Zaletski, Tyree Dillard, Ke’Won Johnson, Jaleesa Griffin,  

Kevin Zhang, Gracie Scuillion, Madison Ciabattoni, Brooke Martineck,  

Robby Heinrich, Rodrigo Corral, Emmaline Stevens, Emma Weiland, Riley Neil, 

Tanner Kephart, Skyla Brown, Aaron Lee,  

Nathan Behage, Madison Auen 

Habit 4: Think Win-Win 

 This month we are focusing on Habit 4: Think Win-Win. 

I balance courage for getting what I want with consideration for what others want.  

When conflicts arise, I look for a win-win solution. 

 

Thinking “win-win” is a great conflict resolution strategy. When you’re thinking “win-win,” you are looking for a 

solution that benefits both people/groups. What it doesn’t mean is that you are being a person that lets others be 

in control or a person that is controlling others. It’s right in the middle- the “happy medium.” 

The children will learn that being confident in who they are plus the ability to want the best for the other person/

group too will lead to a “win-win” solution.  

 

Ways to apply at home:  

Applaud others: Model being happy for others. “The Jones family got a new car. How great for them!” “Suzy got a 

new bike? I bet you were very happy for your friend.” Have Family Celebration times. Around the dinner table or 

in a Family Meeting allow time for children and parents to share something they did well. Cheer for them as a fami-

ly. Be careful not to compare your children. Praise each for their own accomplishments.  

Practice creative problem solving. Role-playing is so powerful. Have your children act out conflicts. Someone else 

wants the ball. They don’t like what is being served for dinner. Help them recognize what a “win” might be. Some-

times what we want is not the thing, but to be understood. Can they share their feelings in a way the other person 

feels respected? Help them think about what they hope to accomplish and what the other person might want. Is 

there a third option? Maybe we put the ball up and all play tag. Maybe the child volunteers to make dinner one 

night a week. We think of a solution we can all feel good about!  

Clarify Expectations. It’s really hard to win if you are playing by different rules. Make sure you are clear with your 

children, and in all your relationships, what the expectations are. When you use terms like reasonable, enough, on-

time, clean, you may think you are being clear, but the other person may have a different idea of what that means. 

Can you be more precise?  

Words to use:  

“You did a really good job on ______.”  

“How can we come up with something that makes us both happy?”  

“I bet you two can solve this. What is a creative win-win solution here?”  

“What is a third alternative? Can we think of a better way?”  

“Can you see this from their point of view? What are you each trying to 

accomplish?”  

“What is most important here? What do you really want?” 

 

I hope that you have a  WIN-WIN month!! 


